    يَا أَيُّهَا النَّاسُ اتَّقُواْ رَبَّكُمُ الَّذِي خَلَقَكُم مِّن نَّفْسٍ وَاحِدَةٍ وَخَلَقَ مِنْهَا زَوْجَهَا وَبَثَّ مِنْهُمَا رِجَالاً كَثِيرًا وَنِسَاء وَاتَّقُواْ اللّهَ الَّذِي تَسَاءلُونَ بِهِ وَالأَرْحَامَ إِنَّ اللّهَ كَانَ عَلَيْكُمْ رَقِيبًا﴿4:1 

O men! Fear your Lord Who created you from a single being and out of it created its mate; and out of the two spread many men and women. *1 Fear Allah in Whose name you plead for rights, and heed the ties of kinship. Surely, Allah is ever watchful over you.

THE MIDDLE PATH

وَكَذَلِكَ جَعَلْنَاكُمْ أُمَّةً وَسَطًا لِتَكُونُوا شُهَدَاءَ عَلَى النَّاسِ وَيَكُونَ الرَّسُولُ عَلَيْكُمْ شَهِيدًا 
Thus We have made you a just (balance, moderate, the best) nation, that you be witnesses over mankind and the Messenger be a witness over you.
We are living at a time when progress is made in the scientific and technological fields, a time when mankind is reaching out into the heavens discovering new galaxies and planets, but at the same time the world is in a state of social, economic and political upheaval. While the privileged few are enjoying more than their fair share of Allah's bounties, the majority of the world is living in abject poverty, and many instances deprived of the very basic necessities of life.     

In this uncertain world how are Muslims meeting the challenges and problems that humanity faces? On the right extreme of the social spectrum we have two groups. One group has chosen personal salvation by retreating to the confines of the mosque, ignoring the social realities around them, believing that by prayer and personal piety, Allah in His infinite mercy, will deliver the ummah and mankind from the predicament that it finds itself in. Another group, also on the right wing of the social spectrum, has undertaken an active, armed struggle to right the wrongs that they see in their societies. The sad and deplorable aspect of this struggle is the complete lack of regard and respect for the lives of innocent human beings and for houses of worship. 

What these groups on the right wing have in common are a narrow, sectarian worldview, a concept of Islam, which is reduced to the exercise of rituals, and a lack of a coherent program that would replaced the existing political and economic systems.

What of the left extreme of the social spectrum? These too, have reduced Islam to a personal relationship with God, to be observed in the privacy of ones home, and that the worship of Allah has no space in the public sphere. They describe themselves as cultural Muslims, secular Muslims, progressive Muslims, liberal Muslims, etc. 

Brothers and Sisters, the Qur'anic verse I have recited is   from Suratul Baqara verse number 143, which states: 

وَكَذَلِكَ جَعَلْنَاكُمْ أُمَّةً وَسَطًا لِتَكُونُوا شُهَدَاءَ عَلَى النَّاسِ وَيَكُونَ الرَّسُولُ عَلَيْكُمْ شَهِيدًا
Thus We have made you a just (balance, moderate, the best) nation, that you be witnesses over mankind and the Messenger be a witness over you.
To seek the middle path, we begin with the Shahada, where we testify that there is no deity, except Allah, and that Mohammed SAW is the messenger of Allah.


With this testimony we are not only acknowledging the oneness of Allah, but also that He is the absolute Sovereign, Sustainer and Ruler of the universe and everything that happens in the universe is according to Allah's grand plan, which we Muslims call Sunnat ul Allah, and what others call the laws of nature, the law of cause and effect. It is within the parameters of this law
that the entire universe functions, including the human race. There is a limit to what the human mind can comprehend, in spite of the fact the tremendous progress that has been made in the acquisition of new knowledge in the recent past, and is still continuing to be made.

However, Allah, in His infinite mercy, has not left the human race to its own devices to sustain and to prosper on this planet. He sent about 124,000 messengers to guide humanity on the right path since the beginning of human history on this earth.

The Qur'an, the last and final guidance sent to mankind, has laid down a few definite laws that every Muslim has to observe, but more importantly, the Qur'an has established universal ethical values and broad principles that will serve humanity till the end of time.

The Qur'an, for example, has established the principle of Shura, the consultation, in the manner in which we govern ourselves. But we should bear in mind that Allah is the Lord of the universe and as such He is the absolute Sovereign and the ultimate authority. These two concepts we have to observe as we govern ourselves.

In the field of economics Islam encourages private enterprise, but limits have been places on how the accumulated wealth should be spent. Allah is the owner of everything that is in the universe. Everything we own is given to us in trust for which we will be accountable on the Day of Judgment.

These are but just some of the broad principles that have been laid down for our guidance by Allah SWT.

To seek the Middle Path we must familiarize ourselves with the Shariah. The Shariah is the divine guidance provided to us in the Qur'an and explained and exemplified by our Prophet SAW in his sunnah. Using these original sources of Islamic Law, Muslim jurists have listed the principal objectives of the Shariah.

1. Protection and promotion of life.

2. Protection of religion.

3. Protection of property.

4. Justice and equity
5. Promotion of the public good and
6. Prohibition of Evil 

These are the criteria we should be using whenever we question the validity of Fatwas, which are but opinions of scholars, who are mortal fallible human beings like ourselves.

In seeking the Middle Path we must very aware of the heavy responsibility that Allah has placed on the shoulders of Adam AS and his decedents. 

As stated in Chap 2:30 

وَإِذْ قَالَ رَبُّكَ لِلْمَلَائِكَةِ إِنِّي جَاعِلٌ فِي الْأَرْضِ خَلِيفَةً
Allah informed the angels that He is placing a vicegerent on earth. 

Although as representatives of Allah here on Earth grants us the highest status in Allah's creation, it also makes us completely responsible and accountable to Allah SWT for all our actions and for all what we say, and also for all what we failed to do and failed to say as Allah's representatives. 

وَجِيءَ يَوْمَئِذٍ بِجَهَنَّمَ يَوْمَئِذٍ يَتَذَكَّرُ الْإِنسَانُ وَأَنَّى لَهُ الذِّكْرَى﴿89 يَقُولُ يَا لَيْتَنِي قَدَّمْتُ لِحَيَاتِي﴿89 فَيَوْمَئِذٍ لَّا يُعَذِّبُ عَذَابَهُ أَحَدٌ﴿89 وَلَا يُوثِقُ وَثَاقَهُ أَحَدٌ﴿89

and Hell on that Day is brought within sight, on that Day shall man understand, but what will understanding avail him then? He will say, "Would that I had provided in advance for this life of mine!" So on that Day none will punish as He will punish. And none will bind as He will: 

يَا أَيَّتُهَا النَّفْسُ الْمُطْمَئِنَّةُ* ارْجِعِي إِلَى رَبِّكِ رَاضِيَةً مَّرْضِيَّةً*  فَادْخُلِي فِي عِبَادِي *وَادْخُلِي جَنَّتِي﴿89 

"O (you) the one in (complete) rest and satisfaction!  "Come back to your Lord well-pleased (yourself) and well-pleasing (unto Him)! "Enter you then among My (honored) slaves, "And enter you My Paradise!" [89:25-31]

We should also realize that Accountability is an article of faith in Islam. Without this accountability on the Day of Judgment our reason for being on planet is meaningless.

May Allah grant us the wisdom, the ability, and the desire to seek the knowledge - that will enable us to fulfill our responsibilities as Allah's representative here on planet of Earth.  

PAGE  
3

