	
Days of Virtue and Righteous Deeds
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"Allaahu akbar, Allaahu akbar, la ilaaha ill-Allaah; wa Allaahu akbar wa Lillaahil- hamd," 
By the dawn; By the ten nights, And by the even and the odd. And by the night when it departs. [89:1-4]

In these verses, Allâh swt is swearing upon specific time, when Allaah swears an oath by something that is indicative of its great importance. Allaah says "By the dawn; by the 10 nights" [al-Fajr 89:1-2]. Ibn Abbaas, said that this refers to the first ten days of Dhul-Hijjah and Ibn Katheer said "This is the correct opinion." [Tafseer Ibn Katheer, 8/413] 

Praise be to Allaah, Who has created Time and has made some times better than others, some months, days and nights better than others. Best nights are last ten nights of Ramadan and best days are first ten days of Dhul hajjah, in these days rewards are multiplied many folds, as a mercy of Allâh towards His servants. This encourages them to do more righteous deeds, which makes them closer to Allâh and give opportunity to prepare themselves for hereafter. 
Al-hamdulillah! We are passing through these days, these ten days brings many benefits, such as the opportunity to correct ours deficiencies and make up for any shortcomings. These special occasions need an extra effort to improve our righteous deeds, so we may draw closer to Allaah, and find His favor and mercy. The fortunate is the person who gets the most out of these special days and draws nearer to his Lord during these times through acts of obedience.
Ibn 'Abbas RA reports that the Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) said, "No good deeds done on other days are superior to those done on these days [meaning the ten days of Dhul-Hijjah]." The companions asked, "O Messenger of Allaah, not even jihad in the way of Allaah?" He said, "Not even jihad, except for the man who puts his life and wealth in danger [for Allaah's sake] and returns with neither of them." [This is related by the group except Muslim and an-Nasa'i]
What is the concept of righteousness in Islâm?
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It is not righteousness that you turn your faces towards East or West; but the righteousness is - to believe In Allah and the Last Day, and the angels, and the Books, and the Messengers; to spend of your wealth out of love for Him, for your kin, for orphans, for the needy, for the wayfarer, for those who ask, and for the ransom of slaves; to establish prayer, and practice regular charity; to fulfill the covenants which you have made; and to be firm and patient, In pain (or suffering) and adversity, and at the time of difficulties, such are the people of truth, and they are the righteous people. ( Allâh’s fearing) [2: 177].

Iman (faith) and maamalaat (inter personal dealings) - Seed and Tree

(((((( (((( (((((( (((((( (((( (((((( (((((((( ((((((((( (((((((((( ((((((((( ((((((((( ((((((( ((((((((((( ((( ((((((((((( ((((   

14:24. Don’t you See How Allah sets forth a parable? A good word like a good tree, whose roots are firmly fixed, and its branches (reach) to the heavens…
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14:26. And an `evil word' is likened to an evil tree; which is torn out from the earth and has no stability.
Good and righteous deeds are the faith and actions that please Allaah (S.W.T.). 
Ahmad and at-Tabarani record from Ibn 'Umar that the Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) said, "There is no day more honorable in the sight of Allaah and no acts more beloved to Allaah than those done in these ten days. So say tahlil (There is no deity worthy of worship but Allaah : Laa ilaaha illallaah), takbir (Allaah is the greatest : Allaahu Akbar) and tahmid (All praise is due to Allaah : alhumdulillaah) a lot [on those days]." [Reported by Ahmad, 7/224]
"Allaahu akbar, Allaahu akbar, la ilaaha ill-Allaah; wa Allaahu akbar wa Lillaahil- hamd," 
Abu Hurairah relates that the Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) said, "There are no days more beloved to Allaah for you to worship Him therein than the ten days of Dhul Hijja. Fasting any day during it is equivalent to fasting one year and to offer salatul tahajjud (late-night prayer) during one of its nights is like performing the late night prayer on the night of power. [i.e., Lailatul Qadr]." [at-Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah, and al-Baihaqi]

Ibn 'Umar narrated that at Mina, the Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) said, "Do you know what the day today is?" The people replied, "Allaah and His Messenger know it better." He said, "It is the sacred day. And do you know what town is this?" They replied, "Allaah and His Messenger know it better." He said, "This is the sacred town (Mecca). And do you know which month is this?" The people replied, "Allaah and His Apostle know it better." He said, "This is the sacred month." The Messenger added, "No doubt, Allaah made your blood, your properties, and your honor sacred to one another like the sanctity of this day of yours in this month of yours in this town of yours."
Fasting Day of Arafat – the 9th Dhul Hijjah 
Abu Qatadah reported that the Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) said, "Fasting on the day of 'Arafah is an expiation for two years, the year preceding it and the year following it. Fasting on the day of 'Ashurah is expiation for the year preceding it." [“The group,” except for al-Bukhari and at-Tirmidhi relates this]  
'Uqbah ibn 'Amr reported that the Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) said, "The day of 'Arafah, the day of sacrifice, and the days of tashreeq are 'EIDs for us (Muslims) and these are days of eating and drinking." [Tirmidhi grades it sahih]

Abu Hurairah stated, "The Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu 'alaihi wa sallam) forbade fasting on the day of 'Arafah for one who is actually at 'Arafah." [by Ahmad, Abu Dawud, an-Nasa'i, and Ibn Majah]

Takbeer 
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"And mention the name of Allaah on appointed days,.." [al-Hajj 22:28]
It is Sunnah of prophet Muhammad P to say Takbeer ("Allaahu akbar"), Tahmeed  ("Al-hamdu Lillaah"), Tahleel ("La ilaha ill-Allaah") and Tasbeeh ("Subhaan Allaah") during the first ten days of Dhul-Hijjah. Say it loudly in the mosque, at home, on street and every place where it is permitted to remember Allaah and mention His name. It is an act of worship and a proclamation of the greatness of Allaah. 
The Takbeer may include the words "Allaahu akbar, Allaahu akbar, la ilaaha ill-Allaah; wa Allaahu akbar wa Lillaahil- hamd (Allaah is Most Great, Allaah is Most Great, there is no deity worthy of worship but Allaah; Allaah is Most Great and to Allaah be praise)," as well as other phrases.

Men should recite these phrases aloud, and women should recite them quietly.

Takbeer at this time is an aspect of the Sunnah that has been forgotten, so much so that one hardly ever hears Takbeer, except from a few people. This Takbeer should be pronounced loudly, in order to revive the Sunnah and as a reminder to the negligent. There is sound evidence that Ibn Umar and Abu Hurairah (may Allaah be pleased with them) used to go out in the marketplace during the first ten days of Dhul-Hijjah, reciting Takbeer aloud, and the people would recite Takbeer when they heard them. 

Hajj 
This is the time of Hajj. Hajj is a pillar of Islam. The rituals of hajj are derived from sunnah of prophet Ibrahim P. It has a great historical perspective. It reminds sacrifice of prophet Ibrahim p of his first son Ismael P. When he was tested for his love for Allâh or the love for his only son at very old age. 
Hajj is a complete Ibadah involving human mind, body, wealth and sacrifices. It is considered as jihad for women. 
In Islam the Eids are associated with pillar of Islâm i.e. Ramadan and hajj. The ten days before eids are most rewarding.  
Sacrifice
Sacrifice was legislated in the second year of migration. It was authenticated that the prophet (S.A.W.) made sacrifice and so did his companions. The prophet (S.A.W.) said, "There is no good deed more lovable by Allaah on the day of Eid than the deed of slaughtering,… Allaah accepts it- before (the blood) falls on the ground, so be happy with your sacrifice." [A good Hadith; reported by Imaams At-Tirmithi and Ibn Maajah] 

The sacrifice is a strongly recommended (Sunnah) for every one who has enough money that after he meets his necessities like food, clothing, shelter, and utility bills. A man should make sacrifice for himself and his family. 
The prophet (S.A.W.): “If one of you has seen the Hilaal (the crescent) of Thul-Hijjah, and wanted to make sacrifice, then let him refrain from cutting his hair or clipping his nails.” [Reported by Imaam Muslim] 

It is allowed that the sacrifice be made on a sheep that is at least six months of age and on a goat that is at least one year of age. The sacrifice of one lamb or goat is sufficient for one family. 

Sacrificing a cow that is at least two years of age or a camel that is at least five years of age is acceptable. The sacrifice of a cow or a camel is sufficient for seven families to share. It is also a requirement that the animal is not sick, blind, lame, or very weak. 

The time of sacrifice starts when Eid prayer is over up until the sunset on the third day of At-Tash-Shriiq (13th day of Thul-Hijjah). It is recommended that whoever is making a sacrifice to slaughter it with his hand saying: “Bissmillah, Allaahu Akbar, O Allaah this is on my behalf and whoever he intends to sacrifice for, i.e., his family, relatives, or friends. This is what the prophet (S.A.W.) did. 

It is also allowed that you appoint a Muslim to sacrifice on your behalf because the prophet (S.A.W.) said to his daughter Fatimah (R.A.), “Come Faatimah and witness your sacrifice because your sins will be wiped off at its first drop of blood and say: 
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(6:162-3) Say: 'Surely my Prayer, all my acts of worship, and my living and my dying are for Allah alone, the Lord of the whole universe. He has no associate. Thus have I been bidden, and I am the foremost of those who submit themselves (to Allah).

It is also allowed that the person making the sacrifice to eat from his sacrifice, give away some of it to the needy and give some of it as a gift. 

Scarifying the animal is a symbolic gesture for sake of Allâh. The real sacrifice is to control our desires, wishes and bad habits for sake of Allâh.  

Allâh swt says that the purpose of sacrifice is to attain taqwa   
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It is neither their flesh nor their blood that reaches Allâh, but it is piety from you that reaches Him. [022:037]

"Allaahu akbar, Allaahu akbar, la ilaaha ill-Allaah; wa Allaahu akbar wa Lillaahil- hamd," 
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