Amanah - Broader concept of trust (Amanah)
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Verily, Allâh commands that you should render back the trusts to those, to whom they are due; and that when you judge between men, you judge with justice. [4:58]
It is noticed that some of us may not take the Amanah or the responsibility in the manner it should be taken, some may take it in a light manner such that it is not the centre of their attention and highest priority in their mind. 

Therefore it is necessary to clarify the meaning of the Amanah, the importance of fulfilling it, the consequences of betraying it and how should it practically manifest.

The Amanah means the trust or responsibility. It has been mentioned in relating to many issues such as keeping a promise, keeping the private affairs of someone to yourself and the like. However, the root meaning which we are concerned with today is the responsibilities. 
Abdullah ibn ‘Umar –may Allah be pleased with him- said, “I heard the Messenger of Allah –peace be upon him- say, ‘You are all custodians, and you all will be questioned about the things under your custody.  The Imam (leader) is a custodian and he shall be questioned about his custody.  The man is a custodian of his family and he shall be questioned about his custody.  The woman is a custodian in her husband's home and she will be questioned about her custody.  The employee is a custodian of the property of his employer and he shall be questioned about his custody.' (The Sahabi said) I think he also said, ‘A person is custodian of his father's money and he shall be questioned about his custody.  You are all custodians and you all shall be questioned about your custody.  (Al- Bukhari, Hadith no. 844) 

People consider amanah in very limited meaning. In Islam, amanah has very extensive and unlimited meaning. This is a duty that every Muslim should advice and reminds each other. The companion of Muhammad p used to say I pray to Allâh swt for your deen, amanah and to perform best task.
Prophet Muhammad always reminded people during his khutbah that a person does not have faith if he does not have amanah, a person does not have deen if he does not keep his promises. 

The climax of success is to protect ourselve from harshness of world and bad fate of hereafter.  Muhammad p used to say ‘O Allâh I seek refuge from hunger and mistrust, these are the worst friends. Hunger is destruction of dunya and mistrust is destruction of akhirah.

All the prophets of Allah were most trustworthy people even before their prophet hood. 

Mohammad p used to be called “al ameen” ,prophet Mosa was witnessed by daughter of prophet shuaib, prophet Yusuf was chosen as protector of treasure of Egypt because of their trustworthiness. 
One of the meanings of amanah is to choose right people for the right position. The responsible positions are trust and it must be handed over to right people.
Once Abudhur asked PROPHET for a position, He replied O’ abudhur you are weak, the responsibility is amanah, this will be a cause for humiliation on Day of Judgment and only those will be saved who has taken it rightfully and perfected it. (Muslim) 

It is a matter of fact that knowledge ,piety, and faith are not enough until the person has the talent to perform certain specific task. If wrong people are chosen, they will not be able to perform the task right but also abuse their authority.
Hadhrat yusuf was a prophet, when he presented his services to king of Egypt, it was not because of his prophet hood or piety but knowledge and skills. (yusuf:55)    [image: image2.png]



He said: "Set me over the store-houses of the land; I will indeed guard them with full knowledge 
Prophet (s) said, Who ever appointed the person because of his relationship even though there was a better person among them who was most beloved to Allâh, then he deceived Allâh, his messenger and all the Muslims. 

Abu baker advised zayed bin abe safyan that do not appoint people because of relationship, Prophet said, whoever appoint a person over the matters of Muslim because of his relationship, he will be curse by Allâh and his deed and judgment will not accepted and he will be thrown in hellfire. [hakim]
The nations where trusts are broken, the responsibilities become pleasure and amusement, talented people lose their value, weak and dull people take the charge, and those nations are on the path of destruction. 
A person asked prophet about the sign of qiyamah he replied “when amanah will be destroyed, then wait for qiyamah, person asked what it meant by destruction of amanah, He P said – the responsibilities are given to weak and irresponsible people then wait for qiyamah.

Fulfilling your obligation is amanah
· Fulfilling the responsibilities in best manner, with all talent and potentials, indeed it is an amanah.
· Not fulfilling the responsibilities is a mistrust and deception.
· On Day of Judgment all deceitful people will be given the flag and they will be recognizing that they were mistrusted people.
Taking the advantage of position is mistrust

· Do not take the personal advantage of position

· If an employ take the bribe or use unlawful mean to raise the salary – it is prohibited and cheating.

· Massager of Allâh said – if we give a position to anyone we also take care of his needs if he take extra then he is untrustworthy. 

· Mistrust is zulm or unjust with other. [3:61]

· Prophet P said - if an aamil do the job right, and not take the advantage of his position he will consider as Mujahid for sake of Allâh. Swt.  [Tibrani]
· Prophet P said – if a responsible person hides a needle, he would be asked on Day of Judgment.

· Prophet P sent a person for collection of sadaqa, when he return this is your and this is gift - Prophet P said people said we are given the gift, would he received that gift if he stay with his mother and father. Prophet P said on Day of Judgment people will carry their unlawful stuff on their shoulder and asking me for help. {Muslim}

Wealth and talent is also a trust from Allâh swt.

· We should use the trust for sake of Allâh.

· Use your physical and intellectual strength for cause of Allâh.
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O you who believe! Betray not Allâh and His Messenger [sal-Allâhu 'alayhi wa sallam], nor betray knowingly your Amânât (the things entrusted to you, and all the duties which Allâh has ordained for you).

 

[008:028] And know that your possessions and your children are but a trial and that surely, with Allâh is a mighty reward. [8: 27-8]

The secrets of others are trust 

· Meeting and majalis have right to keep secret until permission.
· Breaking secrets destroy the relationship.

· Husband and wife relationship are amanah. Worse mistrust is telling the secret of wife or husband. [Muslim]

· Secrets of a meeting are amanah except; plan for bloodshed, illicit sexual desire, and illegal usurps the wealth of others.

· The amanah is naturally embedded deeply in the hearts of people, then Qur'an came and people learned true meaning of amanah by Qur'an and sunnah.
Amanah is  great responsibility

· Jihad fi sabeelillh eliminate all sins except mistrust of amanah; on the day of judgment a person will be brought, who was martyr in way of Allâh. He will be asked to fulfill the amanah, he will say how it is possible now, then he will be taken to hellfire and his amanah will be shown to him. He will recognize them and try to take them on his shoulder, but would not be able to take it out form the hell fire.
· Prophet said salah is amanah wudu is amanah, weighing is amanah, so and so
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Truly, We did offer Al-Amânah to the heavens and the earth, and the mountains, but they declined to bear it and were afraid of it. But man bore it. Verily, he was unjust (to himself) and ignorant (of its results). So that Allâh will punish the hypocrites, men and women, and the men and women who are Al-Mushrikûn, And Allâh will pardon the true believers, men and women. And Allâh is Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. [33:72-73]

May Allâh give us courage to fulfill amanah.
PAGE  
1

