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A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR :l(@

Asalamu-Alaikum,

This is our second issue of Companion,; this issue is mainly about
everyone’s experiences and feelings about Ramadan. In addition to
that we also have many other nice stories and riddles for you to
enjoy.

Ramadan is a month in which we learn patience, self-restraint,
truthfulness, and other good qualities. In Ramadan we abstain from
doing or saying bad words or things. We must uphold those qualities
and practices even after Ramadan. Ramadan is kind of like a boot
camp for our souls. We learn good things and it is up to us to use
them later on in life.

As children it is not necessary to fast but many young Muslims prefer
to fast as practice for when they grow up. Some young children fast
for only half a day because they are unable to fast for a full day,
however they will still get reward from Allah because they tried!
Some people who fast in Ramadan think that the only way to break
your fast is by eating or drinking, however that isn’t true, if a person
says bad words or does bad deeds their fast will also be broken, so we
must take care to be good Muslims while we abstain from food and
drink.

I hope you learn a lot and enjoy this wonderful issue of Companion.

Jazakhallah-Khair
MARIA ILYAS
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@N EID CARNIVAL & .

By Maria Ilyas
7th Grade

The Eid carnival in Jacksonville, FL was huge fun with tons of rides
and games. It was a family event which was a fabulous time for
everyone. Some of the wide varieties of games were; pennies in sand,
go fish, nerve tester, pyramid, golf putting, speed test, car racing,
darts, and much
more.

When you win a
game you get a
ticket, when you
have enough
tickets you can get *
cool prizes like
planners, wooden "’
fish pens, beaded 5
pens, markers, Sl ham ]
videogames, candy, and a lot more. The more t1ckets you have the
better your prize will be.

In addition to games there were also many rides such as rock climb-
ing, gladiator jousting, moon walk, pony rides, and many more fun
things. There was also exotic food such as gyros, biryani, halal KFC
and more delicious meals. It was a fantastic event with superb rides
games and food. A day of fun for everyone!
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—g:ewt{ THE QUR'AN COMPETITION

By Maria Ilyas
7th Grade

The 3rd annual Qur'an competition took place in Orlando, FL on
October 27, 2007. In all seven categories there were three winners. It
was an awesome event with so many children reciting Qur'an, beau-
tifully and hoping to get a beautiful trophy. The seven first prize
winners were:

1. Mahfuz Rahman Orlando

2. Zaid Mahammad Cooper City
3. Mohammad Elsayed Orlando

4. Yusuf Ahmed Sunrise

5. Sajjad Rahman Hollywood
6. Hannan Elsayed Orlando

7. Muhammad Khan Hollywood

In all off these categories there were beautiful voices reciting the
words of Allah. To further encourage these people who had studied
hard to achieve first place they were given an extra prize; free hotel
stay and registration costs for the ICNA SE convention in Atlanta, GA
on November 23-25, 2007!

The preliminaries were held in Jacksonville, Ft. Lauderdale, and
Orlando. The 1st 2nd and 3rd winners in each group went to Orlando
for the final round. Thanks to the organizers of this event for
encouraging children to memorize & recite the Qur'an. Special
thanks to the judges for judging everyone’s recitation, and made
every effort to make sure that decisions were fair.
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By Fatimah Mansuri
5th Grade

Ramadan is the most sacred month of all.

Ramadan is the month when we learn self restrain.

Ramadan is the month in which the doors of Jannah are open.
Ramadan is the month when the devil shaytan is chained.
Ramadan is the month that we should go to the masjid more.
Ramadan is the month in which we should read Quran more.
Ramadan is the month in which we fast.

Ramadan is the month that we should have good deeds more.
It is the month we all adore.
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By Isra’a Ilyas
4th Grade

Eid eid

Is the day we celebrate

We wear special clothes on that special day

We get many gifts from our mom and dad and friends,
Eid Mubarak every one!
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' ‘WHERE ARE YOU LAYI.ATUL QADR’ Ji o,

By Maria Ilyas
7th Grade

Laylatul-Qadr, Laylatul-Qadr,
Where can I find you O Laylatul-Qadr?
I’m searching, searching in the last ten nights of Ramadan

But where can I find, where can I find
Where can I find you O Laylatul-Qadr?

Laylatul-Qadr, Laylatul-Qadr,

Where can I find you O Laylatul-Qadr?
I fast and pray and make dua to Allah
Hoping that my night is right

And I get a thousand months reward
On this special night

Laylatul-Qadr, Laylatul-Qadr,

Where can I find you O Laylatul-Qadr?

I want to know when you come



WHY I LIKE RAMADAN

By Umar Makda
1st Grade

I like Ramadan because I can play longer in the masjid when every-
one is praying taraweeh. I can meet all my friends in the masjid.
think Qur’an is so important it should be recited everywhere. When I
look at the pages of Qur’an, I feel that the Qur’an is so good. It looks
like the best book in the world. The best part after Ramadan is Eid. It
is fun and T get so many gifts.
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By Hafsa Quraishi
5th Grade

During the month of Ramadan Allah (SWT) gave Muhammad (S)
the holy Qur’an. Allah's words were revealed to Muhammad through
angel Jibrael over a period of 23 years, and the words were written
down to form the Qur'an. We celebrate Ramadan to remember this
very special month. Ramadan is when we Muslims fast from sunrise
to sunset. We don’t eat or drink during daylight hours. Instead of eat-
ing we spend the day praying, and reading Qur’an. We try our best to
avoid bad things such as hearing, saying, doing, and thinking about
bad things. These things help us feel closer to Allah and also remind
us of those who may not have enough to eat. We eat before sunrise
every morning, this meal is called Suhur, and then we pray Fajr. After
Fajr a majority of Muslims read Qur’an. It is important to know that
all five daily prayers should be offered as well, or the day's fasting
has no meaning at all. When the sun sets, we break our fast by
drinking water and eating dates, this is called Iftar. Then we offer the
Maghrib prayer together. Afterwards, everyone enjoys a delicious din-
ner. Fasting during Ramadan is REQUIRED of Muslims once they
reach the age of puberty, or between the ages of 11 and 15. It is a
time to remember the important teachings that Allah (SWT) gave to
our dear Prophet (S). Those teachings include respecting and under-
standing others, and remembering those who are less fortunate.
Overall Ramadan is an important, joyful, and blessed month.
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G001) DEEDS IN RAMADAN

By Rayan Alnajar
4th Grade

Ramadan is the ninth month of the Islamic calendar. It is also the
month the Qur'an was given to the Prophet Muhammad (S).

During Ramadan Muslims fast, in order to fast you have to wake up
at sunrise and eat a breakfast. This meal is called Suhoor. When the
sun begins to rise, you have to stop eating until sunset. When sunset
arrives, you can eat. This dinner is called Iftar.

The Prophet Muhammad (S) said: “In Paradise there are eight gates;
one of them is called Ar-Rayyan, and no one will enter it except those
who fast.” In Ramadan Allah, opens the doors of Jannah (heaven),
and closes the doors of Jahannam (hellfire).

As well as the doors of Jannah being open, Allah also locks up
Shaytan (the evil devil). With Shaytan being all locked up it is hard-
er to do a sin (bad deed). If it is harder to do bad deeds we should do
good deeds. We should not steal, lie, fight or do other bad things. In
Ramadan Allah multiplies good deeds from either ten to seven hun-
dred times. If Allah multiplies your good deeds it is very easy to do
good deeds. So in Ramadan, it is hard to do bad deeds, because
Shaytan is all locked up. It is also easy to do good deeds, because
Allah multiplies the number of good deeds.

In Ramadan it is highly recommended to finish reading the Qur’an
and we do nighttime prayers called Taraweeh. We also give Zakah
(charity) to the poor during Ramadan.
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By: Salma Nassar
Grade: 3

Fasting begins at Dawn and ends at sunset. Dawn is the time of the
day which is about one hour before sun rise and is the beginning of
the first light in the dark sky of the night.

If you are too young, you do not have to fast in Ramadan. You can
wait until you are old enough to fast without hurting yourself.

You can ask your parents for permission to fast part of the day for
practice, until you are old enough to fast the whole day like the
grown-ups.

People who are sick, or traveling a long distance, that will make
them very tired, may not fast for that day. They will have to fast the
same number of days later after Ramadan.







